 Travel to Freiburg  - compiled by Mike von Schneidemesser

   Transportation

In city centers travel on foot and public transport is faster and cheaper than rental cars, which can be pricey - unless prebooked in the US. Europcar.com lets you add family members as additional drivers w/o charge.  

The excellent public transportation can be expensive if you buy single ride tickets, typically Euro 2.  Explore city/regional day or 24 hr passes. For one person usually at the rate of 2.5 single fares or for groups of up to 5 at a rate of 3-4 single rides.  In Germany there seems to be a concerted effort to make public transport competitive even for families and small groups.

In many bigger cities you just get on the tram or bus, but be prepared to show a valid ticket to the occasional controller.  Buy the ticket from a machine at the stop beforehand or on the tram itself. In Freiburg this includes day passes and many regional and group passes. Change is always returned, but Freiburg's ticket machines accept coins only; one may ask the conductor to make change.

Travel info Europe-wide,charters,tours,etc  http://www.reiseauskunft.de .

A very detailed English, London-centric, guide to train and ship travel http://www.seat61.com/ 

An excellent US travel agency specializing in German speaking countries: http://www.gemut.com 

Travel to Freiburg, all options, http://ets07.informatik.uni-freiburg.de/travelpage.html

   Airport to Freiburg

The Frankfurt airport (FRA) has 2 train stations, REGIObahnhof for regional, FERNbahnhof for long distance. Every hour a train for Freiburg and beyond (Basel, Zurich) leaves from the FERNbahnhof, either direct or with an easy change in Mannheim. 2:10 hours. Alternatively,  take a train to Frankfurt Hauptbahnhof(Hbf) or Mainz, where you can change to direct trains to Freiburg. EURO 60 one way.  

Zurich airport (ZRH) to Freiburg is similar, always with a train change in either Zurich Hauptbahnhof, Basel SBB, or Olten.

The smaller Basel-Muhlhouse airport has a frequent shuttle bus to Freiburg for EURO 18, http://www.freiburger-reisedienst.de .

 

   Train tickets and reservations

Information Europe-wide in many languages http://www.bahn.de or http://www.reiseauskunft.bahn.de .

If you register with bahn.de, you can buy your ticket on-line often at a 50% discount; the discount ties you to the train you reserved(=Zugbindung), and the ticket becomes worthless if you miss it.  Groups of 6 or more traveling together get discounts of up to 70%.

Eurail single country Flexi passes are valid for 1 month. For about $ 30 you can add Benelux or Denmark (you do not need to travel there) to a German rail pass and you can spread your Flexi days over 2 months.  European residents and exchange students can buy single country passes at a little less than Eurail prices, http://www.interrail.net/.

In Freiburg the Reise-Center in the Wiehre station is staffed by expert counselors, often with shorter lines than at the Hbf/Main station;

excellent for planning European vacation travel.

Reservations, Euro 2-4, are not needed in German speaking countries except Fr&Su afternoon/eve, vacations, holidays.  But even then one can usually find a seat by the next stop. In Freiburg specifically 7 AM weekday trains direction Karlsruhe/Frankfurt are filled by commuters most of which get off at Offenburg, the next stop.  Local and regional trains may be crowded on some weekends, when, for example, sports fans take advantage of very low group/family rates to out-of-town soccer matches.

   Ride boards 

on the Internet are much used in Germany, for the young and price conscious.

http://www.mitfahrgelegenheit.de is best; Deutsche Bahn and Avis advertise on it! On Thu, 9/27/07, it offered 8 rides from Frankfurt to Freiburg for EURO 15/trip (3 people max).  Google other boards with 'Mitfahrzentrale'.  Note 'Angebot'=ride offered, 'Gesuch'=ride wanted.

 

   Public Transport around Freiburg and the Region

Visit the SBG Kunden Center at the Hauptbahnhof/Main station next to the taxi stand for schedules, maps, etc.

(http://www.rvf.de).  Examples of unlimited travel passes in the region during any 24 hr period:

Regio24 pass for 1 adult + 4 children = Euro 10. 

RegioElsassTicket for up to 5 people including the Colmar region in France = Euro 17.40.

   Bike Rental

Mobile, Wentzingerstr 15, across the tracks southwest of the Hbf/main train station,  http://www.mobile-Freiburg.de.

Freiburg Aktiv, Wentzingerstr 15, info@freiburg-aktiv.de, http://www.freiburg-aktiv.de, phone 0761-2023426 organizes

bike tours and many other activities.

   Telephone - calling the US from Germany

Dialing 001 areacode local# connects you via Deutsche Telecom, the former monopoly supplier at 0.045 Euro/min landline to landline.

However, you may call the US for as little as 0.014 Euro/min via a competitor's line, which you access with a 5 or 6 digit code before the country code. This works from any landline except pay phones, because by German law DT must bill the phone you are using on behalf of these competitors.  Examples of these pre-dial codes with rates per minute in Euro cents: 01077 - 1.4, 01081 - 1.8, 01017 - 1.7, 01052 - 1.6 and this latter's rate applies also to calls to a US cell phone.  These rates often vary a little, one can find them on www.tele-fon.de/liste/auslandstarife.htlm, or ask your host for the pre-dial (=Vorwahl) they recommend.

To dial the Madison # '123.4567' on the cheap from Germany dial '01077 001 608 123 4567'.

Telephone numbers in Europe are often quoted with a + sign. This means you must put a zero or country code in front of it.

For example it might say '+761 12345'; in Germany you would dial from outside Freiburg '0761 12345', and when in Freiburg just '12345', where the city code would be redundant. To dial this Freiburg # from the US use '011 49 761 12345'.  

And for calling within Germany some people have unlimited national calls, check with your host family. 

   

